Life Science (excluding Chemistry)
Final Year Research projects for 2012-2013
1. All Life Science degree students (not Chemistry) must do a final year research project. Human Sciences can do a final year project as an option. BSMS students on an intercalated degree will be expected to select a project as described here. The research work for your project will be carried out entirely in the Autumn term (field work may be carried in the previous summer). You will give a presentation on your project work at the end of the Autumn term and submit your project report at the start of the spring term, at the end of the mid year assessment period.
2. In general a research project involves testing a hypothesis or analysing a research question. Projects can include:

· Experimental work e.g. field work, data collection, lab-based research

· Analysis of existing data e.g. bioinformatics, data mining, population/behaviour analysis.
· Extraction and analysis of data and information from published literature.
3. Project titles and descriptions are available on the school website as PDF files covering the four main subject areas of the school (excluding chemistry); Evolution behaviour and environment, Genome damage and stability, Biochemistry and molecular biology (including BSMS projects) and Neuroscience. You are free to choose a project from any of these areas providing you meet the course requirements indicated on the project description by the supervisor.

4. What to do next: 

· read the list of projects available and decide which ones you wish to investigate further.
· check that you meet any requirements for the projects you are interested in – courses next year, background (courses you have taken/programme you are doing).
· Make appointments to talk to the project supervisors and get their signatures (sandwich students may make contact by e-mail). If supervisors are unavailable, you can get confirmation by e-mail.
· decide on your six preferred project supervisors and rank them in order of preference.

5. Fill out the form on the next page and submit your form to the JMS School Office by Thursday 3rd May 2012
· There is no “first come, first served” as far as project allocation goes, provided your form is submitted by the deadline.

· We will make every attempt to get most students settled with a project in the first round. 
· If you submit your form after the deadline you will allocated a project after all other students have been placed. You are therefore unlikely to get one of your choices and will need to choose again in the second round (see below).

· We will prioritise settling those who are away from campus (e.g. Sandwich students) with projects in the first round (This does not mean these students will necessarily get their first choice).
· Because many supervisors are often over subscribed, it is likely that a second round of project allocation will need to be carried out. The number of students entering the second round will be minimised.  This does not mean that only poor quality projects are available in the second round and it is no reflection on the academic standing of the student.

For further information please contact:  Michelle West  M.J.West@sussex.ac.uk
Life Science final year research project convener 
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Each student should choose 6 different supervisors whose project they would like to do, enter them on this form and indicate the order of preference [from 1 (first choice) to 6 (last choice)]. 
You must discuss the project with the prospective supervisor and they must countersign the form or confirm by e-mail if they are unavailable for the entire period (unlikely).
DO NOT choose different projects by the same supervisor, projects are allocated by supervisor and the supervisor will then discuss your preference with you. If you do not enter a different supervisor in each of your 6 boxes, it reduces your chances of being allocated a project in the first round.
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Please fill out and return this form to the School Office by Thursday 3rd May 2012. 

If you submit your form after the deadline you will allocated a project after all other students have been placed. You are therefore unlikely to get one of your choices and will need to choose again in the second 
round.
Signature (student)………………………………………………..         Date……………………













